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(54) POLISHING METHOD AND POLISHING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To automatically measure the polishing 
performance of a polishing pad during use in real time in a polishing process. 
SOLUTION: A seri sor 9 measures the quantity of light reflected on the su rface 
of a polishing patJTslucK to a polishing surf ac e plate 7 during polishi ng. An 
information processor 1 1 calculates the polishing performance of the pad 6 by 
using reflectance for the pad 6 calculated from the output' of the sensor 9 and 
a prescribed function. According to a change in the polishing efficiency of the 
pad 6. the polishing performance of the pad 6 changed following the progress of 
grinding work is evaluated. Such an evaluation result is used for deciding a 
timing for executing dressing for the polishing pad and calculating the amount of 
polishing a material to be machined. 
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